Baptism

 I want you to know you’ve made the right decision. Today you are following the example of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ was baptized, even though He was without sin.  As He explained to John the Baptist, He needed to be baptized in order to “fulfill all righteousness” (Matthew 3:13-17)

All who seek eternal life must follow the example of the Savior by being baptized and receiving the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

Even though we are all gathered here today to love and support you, this is a very personal experience between you and the Lord.  You will be making promises to Him and He, in return, will be making promises to you.

When you are baptized, you enter into a covenant with God.  You promise to take upon yourself the name of Jesus Christ, keep His commandments, and serve Him to the end.  

When you take upon yourself the name of Jesus Christ, you see yourself as His.  You put Him and His work first in your life.  You seek what He wants rather than what you want or what the world teaches you to want.

Your baptismal covenant is a commitment to stand as a witness of God at all times and in all things and in all places. Our efforts to stand as a witness of God include everything we do and say.  In a way, it requires us to separate ourselves from the world.  We think carefully about the way we speak, the way we dress, the entertainment we choose.

However, the commandment to separate ourselves from the things of the world does not mean that we should isolate ourselves from others.  Part of the baptismal covenant is to serve the Lord, and you serve him best when you serve your fellow men.  We should be willing to mourn with those that mourn and comfort those that stand in need of comfort.  We need to be kind and respectful to all people, following the example of Jesus Christ in the way we treat others.

In exchange for our promises to Him, God promises us things in return as we are baptized.  You will receive a remission of your sins, the privilege of being spiritually reborn and the constant companionship of the Holy Ghost.

Because you are being baptized, you can receive a remission of your sins.  In other words, you can be forgiven through the mercy of the Savior.   After you are baptized, you will be as clean as the day you were born.  All the mistakes you’ve made will be erased. To receive a remission of your sins, you must exercise faith in Jesus Christ, be sincerely repentant, and strive always to keep the commandments.  You retain a remission of your sins as you continue to humble yourself before God, call upon Him daily in prayer, remain steadfast in the faith and serve those in need.

 You will be baptized by immersion.  It is symbolic of death and resurrection. (Romans 6:3-6) Immersion is also symbolic of the death of a person’s sinful life and the rebirth into a spiritual life, dedicated to the service of God and His children. Through the ordinances of baptism and confirmation, you are born again into a new life.  The Savior said to Nicodemus “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. (John 3:5)  Just as an infant enters a new existence at birth, you begin a new life when you enter into the baptismal covenant.  You can grow in spirituality and become more like the Savior.  It’s an ongoing process.  You’ve taken the first step today by being baptized.  Each time you make a mistake, you can repent.  Kneel down and ask God for forgiveness and do your best to become better.  Then each week when you come to church you partake of the sacrament, which is a renewal of your covenant.  It is like being baptized again each week. 

 Once you are baptized and have received the gift of the Holy Ghost, you must continue in righteousness, for these ordinances mark only the beginning of your journey back to dwell with your Heavenly Father.  “After ye have gotten into this strait and narrow path, I would ask if all is done?  Behold, I say unto you, Nay; for ye have not come thus far save it were by the word of Christ with unshaken faith in him, relying wholly upon the merits of him who is mighty to save.  Wherefore, ye must press forward with a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all men.  Wherefore, if ye shall press forward, feasting upon the word of Christ, and endure to the end, behold, thus saith the Father; Ye shall have eternal life.” (2 Nephi 31:20)
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