Living A Celestial Life in a Telestial World

Several thoughts I will share today come from the talk “Stand in Holy Places” given by President Thomas S. Monson in October 2011.  He said, “I have lived on this earth for 84 years now. To give you a little perspective, I was born the same year Charles Lindbergh flew the first solo nonstop flight from New York to Paris in a single-engine, single-seat monoplane. Much has changed during the 84 years since then. Man has long since been to the moon and back. In fact, yesterday’s science fiction has become today’s reality. And that reality, thanks to the technology of our times, is changing so fast we can barely keep up with it—if we do at all. For those of us who remember dial telephones and manual typewriters, today’s technology is more than merely amazing.

Also evolving at a rapid rate has been the moral compass of society. Behaviors which once were considered inappropriate and immoral, are now not only tolerated but also viewed by ever so many as acceptable.

I recently read in the Wall Street Journal an article by Jonathan Sacks, Britain’s chief rabbi. Among other things, he writes: “In virtually every Western society in the 1960s there was a moral revolution, an abandonment of its entire traditional ethic of self-restraint. All you need, sang the Beatles, is love. The Judeo-Christian moral code was jettisoned. In its place came [the adage]: [Do] whatever works for you. The Ten Commandments were rewritten as the Ten Creative Suggestions.”

Rabbi Sacks goes on to lament:

“We have been spending our moral capital with the same reckless abandon that we have been spending our financial capital. …

“There are large parts of [the world] where religion is a thing of the past and there is no counter-voice to the culture of buy it, spend it, wear it, flaunt it, because you’re worth it. The message is that morality is passé, conscience is for wimps, and the single overriding command is ‘Thou shalt not be found out.” (Monson, October 2011)

As you’ve probably noticed, the world today is based completely on the natural man.  

If you think it’s okay, it’s okay


If we legislate it, it makes it moral


Give in to every appetite, passion, and desire


This is an eat, drink and be merry free-for-all

President Monson goes on to say, “My brothers and sisters, this—unfortunately—describes much of the world around us. Do we wring our hands in despair and wonder how we’ll ever survive in such a world? No. Indeed, we have in our lives the gospel of Jesus Christ, and we know that morality is not passé, that our conscience is there to guide us, and that we are responsible for our actions. 

Although the world has changed, the laws of God remain constant. They have not changed; they will not change. The Ten Commandments are just that—commandments. They are not suggestions. They are every bit as requisite today as they were when God gave them to the children of Israel. If we but listen, we hear the echo of God’s voice, speaking to us here and now: 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.

“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. …

“Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. …

“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. …

“Honour thy father and thy mother. …

“Thou shalt not kill.

“Thou shalt not commit adultery.

“Thou shalt not steal.

“Thou shalt not bear false witness. …

“Thou shalt not covet. (Monson, October 2011) 

Although the commandments were given thousands of years ago, they have never changed. Watch your favorite movie or TV show and count how many times the 10 commandments are broken.  It will astound you.  The commandments have become obsolete and we as a society are paying for it.

It can reasonably be estimated that $20 billion annually is the cost of crime in this country.  This represents a cost of $495 for each family in the US; for every $1 spent on education, $1.82 goes to crime, for every $1 donated to churches, $10 goes to crime. – Judge Irving Ben Cooper

Consider the economic cost of breaking the ten commandments:

Thou shalt not kill – If this law were obeyed, we would need no budget for national defense or the prosecution of those on trial for murder.

Thou shalt not steal – We know that every consumer pays more for goods because stores must compensate for shoplifters.

Thou shalt not bear false witness – Think of all the corruption, government lies, and business embezzlements and their cost to society.

Many today are trying to fix government, Wall Street, and our judicial system.  But most likely, it’s not the institutions that are broken.   When this nation was founded, it was based on the assumption that we would be a moral people.

In light of this environment – how do we stand firm, immovable in keeping the commandments?  

We must recognize that eternal laws don’t change. Even if you voted to repeal the law of gravity, it wouldn’t change the eternal law.  The whole world could say that trees are red, but it doesn’t change the color of trees.  Two plus two will always be four.

Our code of conduct is definitive; it is not negotiable. It is found not only in the Ten Commandments but also in the Sermon on the Mount, given to us by the Savior when He walked upon the earth. It is found throughout His teachings. It is found in the words of modern revelation.

Our Father in Heaven is the same yesterday, today, and forever. The prophet Mormon tells us that God is “unchangeable from all eternity to all eternity.” In this world where nearly everything seems to be changing, His constancy is something on which we can rely, an anchor to which we can hold fast and be safe, lest we be swept away into uncharted waters. (Monson, October 2011)

I once saw an object lesson that helped me realize the challenge we all face today.  The teacher asked three volunteers to come to the front of the class.  She instructed one of them to stand in the center.  She gave each of the other two a book and had them read it to the individual in the center simultaneously.  She then asked questions about the content they had read.  The person in the middle obviously couldn’t answer them correctly.

Although we may hear many noises at once, listening requires complete concentration.  It is much like listening to a song on the radio while trying to think of the melody or words to another song.  It is really difficult.

As we go through life, we will hear many conflicting opinions, philosophies and ideas.  These will come from one of two sources.  In one ear, we will hear the philosophies of God, primarily from the prophet and the scriptures.  Each time we attend church, go to the temple or read the scriptures, we will hear the truths of God.  Oftentimes when we turn on the TV, radio or read a newspaper, we will hear the philosophies of the world expressed.  Since we cannot listen to both of them, we must decide where we choose to get our information.

If God is the author of the philosophies we get from our prophet, who is the author of the philosophies we get from the world?  Many of them come from Satan and we need to keep that in mind since he is very clever and can be quite persuasive.

I appreciate the structure of gospel, the foundation and framework it provides for decision making in my life. What if I had to decide when my kids would date; what to eat or drink without the guidance of the Word of Wisdom? Where would I draw the line if there were no law of chastity?  How much would I donate to charity if the law of tithing didn’t exist?

We cannot depend on the world to tell us what is right and wrong. In the world, the only constant is change. Movies that used to be rated “R” are now rated “PG.” Are you going to allow someone you don’t know who doesn’t have your standards to decide what is good or bad for you?  We don’t need rating systems to tell us what is right or wrong – that’s what the Holy Ghost is for.

I’ve always wondered why we are considered a “peculiar” people.  I’ve come to realize that it’s not because our ideas our “far out there.”  It’s simply because we haven’t changed. Just like the God we worship, we are the same yesterday, today and forever. When will Mormons become mainstream? Hopefully never.

Elder L. Aldin Porter shared the following insight.  “5406--One day many years ago I was fighting a personal battle in trying to be popular with everybody.  In the midst of my distress, a thought came to me: Most people in this world do not care what happens to you.  Only you will remember this unhappy experience a few months, weeks, days, or even hours from now.  Furthermore, the people you respect are also unpopular with those who raise the finger of scorn at you.

That event marked a turning point for me.  I realized that we simply must not be afraid to stand, even quietly, in defense of virtue.  We must understand that there really are two forces warring for mankind and that we cannot be in both camps.  We cannot be popular with everybody.  

I urge you to stand for virtue and to follow the prophets as they lead us in God’s plan of happiness.  In the process, expect the scorn of the world, and decide in advance how you are going to handle it.  Beware of those whom the world loves and showers with fame and fortune.  They are often unreliable guides in your quest for virtue.” (Ensign August, 1998 pg. 8)

I’ll finish with a couple of thoughts from President Monson: “It may appear to you at times that those out in the world are having much more fun than you are. Some of you may feel restricted by the code of conduct to which we in the Church adhere. My brothers and sisters, I declare to you, however, that there is nothing which can bring more joy into our lives or more peace to our souls than the Spirit which can come to us as we follow the Savior and keep the commandments. That Spirit cannot be present at the kinds of activities in which so much of the world participates.”  

My beloved brothers and sisters, communication with our Father in Heaven—including our prayers to Him and His inspiration to us—is necessary in order for us to weather the storms and trials of life. The Lord invites us, “Draw near unto me and I will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and ye shall find me.” As we do so, we will feel His Spirit in our lives, providing us the desire and the courage to stand strong and firm in righteousness—to ‘stand … in holy places, and be not moved.’ 

As the winds of change swirl around us and the moral fiber of society continues to disintegrate before our very eyes, may we remember the Lord’s precious promise to those who trust in Him: “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.” What a promise! May such be our blessing, I sincerely pray in the sacred name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. (Monson, October 2011)
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